
 

SPEECH INSTRUCTIONS:   MOCK SENATE 

 

Part of your assignment for Mock Senate is to write a speech in favor of 

or against another bill on the docket. Some of you have been assigned 

to speak specifically on a bill on the docket. All other Senators are 

responsible for at least typing a speech on a bill of their own choosing. 

Writing a speech involves persuasive writing. It should be 1 page long, 

12 point Times Roman font, double-spaced with one-inch margins.  If 

you are chosen to formally give your speech, you will have 1-2 (but no 

more than 2) minutes to deliver your speech.   Mr. D. will initial/stamp 

your speech on the day it is due and you will keep the speech so you 

can refer to it during Mock Senate—you will turn it in at the end of the 

day of Mock Senate along with the notes you have taken on the various 

bills.   

 

Parameters and Tips: 

 Begin your speech with salutation: “Good Morning Senators.” 

 Your speech should be 1 page long.  

 It should have a clear opening idea, argument and conclusion. 

 It should be grammatically sound and persuasive 

 Appeal to larger themes that resonate such as patriotism, common 

sense, tragedy, justice, unity, wisdom, the Constitution, “the right 

thing”, party loyalty, the past, the future, youth, courage, generosity, or 

any other value. 

 Use silence, and “the pause” to make a strong effect. 

 Make the beginning and end of your speech clear, strong, and 

memorable. 

 Refer to line numbers of the bill your speech is about, i.e., “The 

wording in line 34 is constitutionally invalid.” 

 Be polite when criticizing a bill: “My fellow senator is well-meaning, 

but misguided.” 

 If you choose to use a brief quote, it is best placed at the beginning, i.e., 

“Thomas Jefferson once said...”  

 Be clear, persuasive, passionate, and respectful 

 Balance emotional pitch with a rational tone 

 Ethos (impressive qualifications), pathos (appeal to audience’s 

emotions), logos (use of logic with facts and figures to support your 

case). 



 All statistics and evidence should include reference to the source:  

“According to the American Medical Association, three hundred 

thousand cases…” 
 


